PART V.   INTERNATIONAL FEDERALISM IN CENTRAL AND EASTERN EUROPE
CHAPTER XV POST-igig  PLANS  FOR A DANUBIAN  FEDERATION
(1)   The 1919 settlement in the territories of the former Hapsburg monarchy carried through the emancipation of the formerly oppressed nationalities with a maximum appeal to national antagonisms and with a minimum of real social change.    In, the Eastern parts of the territory the new states were formed within the framework of an international system distinctly hostile to the U.S.S.R*    The difference between the royal-military dictatorships created for those purposes, and the democratic republics of Austria, and Czechoslovakia, together with the division between " victors " and " vanquished " amongst the Succession States and the ensuing minority problems, increased the difficulties of collaboration necessarily involved in the national revolutions.    Tb.e destruction of the leading role of Viennese high finance, the industrialisation of purely agrarian parts of the monarchy and the desire of the purely industrial parts to become at least partially self-supporting in foodstuffs, destroyed the former economic links within the region.    But these very changes may be regarded as necessary conditions for an eventual union between equals.
(2)   The mutual antagonism of the Danubian states rendered their co-ordination an object of struggle between external imperialist influences.   In the political field, the Little Entente and the system of the Rome protocols were mere by-products of French-Italian antagonism.   In the economic field, the solution on the base of orthodox finance proposed by the Tardisu Plan was opposed by German barter-economics, which made full use of the inability of orthodox capitalist economics to absorb the export surplus of the Danube countries which they had rendered inevitable.
(5) The divers projects put forward during the War for a new Danubian union through a Hapsburg restoration or the creation of a Greater Hungary must be regarded as further attempts to organise the Danube basin by external imperialist pressure. They could not be realised without undoing the emancipation of the once " non-historical" nationalities, and suppressing all the social forces since evolved. Therefore a federation, i.e.y a voluntary co-ordination of the Danubian peoples, on such a basis is a contradiction in terms. Whether a Danubian federation will be possible or not depends essentially upon, how far the regimes which evolve on the ruins of the Hitlerite " JVezo Order " prove similar in their outlook.
(a) GENERAL CONDITIONS IN THE DANUBIAN COUNTRIES AFTER THE DOWNFALL OF THE HAPSBURG EMPIRE
In the territory of the former Russian Empire th'e most radical solution of the problem of the multi-national state, its complete dissolution, proved merely a transitional stage towards the restoration of a new unity on a basis of equality. In the territories of the former Hapsburg Empire there was no reunion.